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POLI 316 Parties and Elections (Hybrid)
University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, Spring 2021

Instructor Dr. Saemyi Park
Location & Time Online Meeting on Tuesday
In-Person Meeting on Thursday (2PM-3:15PM) at DUC 230A-D (Laird Center-South)

Office Hours Wednesday from 11AM to 1PM or by appointment
E-mail spark@uwsp.edu (Please do not use the Canvas inbox.)
A NOTE FOR ALL STUDENTS

| know that this is still a difficult time for all of us. Many of you are now working in non-ideal conditions.
In planning the semester, | have tried to accommodate this in several ways, as you will see below. Here is
an outline:

1. Hybrid: this course is a hybrid course that we have online asynchronous meetings on Tuesday
and in-person meetings on Thursday during class time. | will utilize the course site in Canvas for
Tuesday to share learning materials with you. You can complete readings when you can prior to
Thursday’s in-person meeting. Meanwhile, we will have enough face-to-face classes on Thursday
for a brief lecture and in-depth discussion that will occur in a safe environment. For more
information, please read pages 3-4 and see the course calendar on page 9.

2. Learning Options: students are expected to stay in the original modality of the course. But, | will
also provide an alternative way for some students who are unable to attend in-person classes due
to health concerns, unsupportive living conditions, and/or other legitimate reasons. Face-to-face
meetings will be live-streamed via Zoom, so you can still attend in-person classes without being
physically in the classroom. Please note that class recordings will NOT be shared as they are not
intended to be a replacement or substitute for missing the scheduled class meetings. For more
information, please read pages 3-4.

3. Grading: my goal for this course is to invite you to engage in the informed discussion about
political parties and elections in contemporary American politics. | am less interested in
mechanically evaluating your performance with a letter grade. So, | will take into account how
hard, stressful, confusing, and complicated life currently is while grading. Everyone should expect
to pass this course If you complete the required coursework by its deadlines. You will complete a
reasonable amount of work each week (please note that 6-9 hours study time per week are
expected for a 3-credit course). And, | will do my best to be available when you need help. Please
utilize my weekly online office hours and The Muddiest Point Forum (read pages 6 & 8 for more
information).

4. |know that ourin-person class is going to feel very different. We will wear masks or face coverings
while you will be assigned seats that allow for 6 feet of separation from your classmates. We will
not be allowed to eat/drink or take off masks/face coverings in class. And you will need to take
COVID-19 testing regularly. It will still take some time for all of us to get used to, but | am very
confident that we can make it work and have a great semester!


mailto:spark@uwsp.edu
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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course examines political parties and elections in the United States. Campaigns and elections are the
cornerstones of American democracy because it allows citizens to choose their representatives. Without
free and fair elections, there can be no government of the people, by the people, and for the people. But,
the electoral process is complex and messy: parties are expected to act to narrow the range of choices
that voters might distinguish between candidates. The role of political parties is critical as they recruit and
support candidates, raise funds, recruit and organize volunteers, and especially frame political discourse.
Voters, in response to campaigns, are expected to deliberate over those choices that parties provide.
Elections are expected to produce results that reflect all this. But, parties might be in flux, votes might not
deliberate, and rules governing elections might skew outcomes. The purpose of this course is to examine
this complexity of parties, campaigns, and elections.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
After successfully completing this course, students will be able to:

Assess how parties structure electoral democracy

Identify unique aspects of the American party system, and compare those to other nations
Examine the basic rules and structure of the American electoral system

Analyze the strategic decisions by candidates, political parties, the media, interest groups, and
voters in elections

Explain the connections between elections, representation, and policy outcomes

6. Assess the effects of campaign ads and money on elections and voters
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Students will meet the outcomes listed above through a combination of the following activities in this
course:

e Complete readings and learning materials

e Take two exams

e Participate in-class discussion

e Complete a variety of activities to analyze the data covering the topics

e Conduct the research project & Deliver the oral presentation on the research
e  Write a reflective essay

REQUIRED READINGS

There is NO required textbook for students to purchase. Instead, the readings include a set of journal
articles and book chapters, which can be accessed via the course site in Canvas. All course materials
including the assigned readings will be uploaded to the course site. You can click on the Canvas quick link
from the UWSP homepage or the address is http://www.canvas.uwsp.edu. Please see the course calendar
at the end of this syllabus to see the list of readings assigned to each topic.



http://www.canvas.uwsp.edu/
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Midterm Exam

Final Exam

Essay

Research Project & Presentation
Attendance & Participation
Total:

Weight Due Date

20% March 18 (Thursday) by 11:59 PM
25% May 18 (Tuesday) by 11:59 PM
15% April 22 (Thursday) by 11:59 PM
20% May 13 (Thursday) by 11:59 PM
20% Every class

GRADING SCALE

Grades will be determined according to the university’s standard scale. There is no curve, so you receive

what you earn.

A
A-
B+
B
B-

94-100
90-93
87-89
83-86
80-82

77-79
73-76
70-72
67-69
63-66
Below 63

Note: students must complete ALL the required work in order to be eligible to receive a passing grade in
the course. You do NOT have the option to “take a zero” on an assignment. Not completing all the
required work will result either in a final grade of incomplete until the work is submitted or an F for the

course.

COURSE STRUCTURE

Weekly Structure

Learning Options

POLI 316

Online Class on

Tuesday
(asynchronous)

in-person group

Face-to-Face
Live Meeting
on Thursday

synchronous
group
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POLI 316 is a hybrid course. Each week’s class is structured in a similar way so that you can expect what
you are asked to do. Basically, there are two components in each week’s class meetings as follow:

e Online Meeting on Tuesday
o Course materials (readings, data, etc.) will be shared in the course site each week.
o Students are asked to complete them BEFORE coming to an in-person class.
o ldeally, students are encouraged to complete learning materials by Tuesday.

e Face-to-Face Meeting on Thursday
o We will meet at DUC 230A-D during the class time on Thursday.
= There are 12 face-to-face meetings over the course of the semester.
= Please make sure to see the course calendar on page 9 as we will not have in-person
meetings in May. All classes in May will be online.

MODALITY OPTIONS

Generally, students are expected to remain in the original modality of this course: in-person group. If you
have health concerns and/or encounter difficult life circumstances that prevent you to physically attend
the in-person meeting on Thursday, please contact me now. | will allow you to attend synchronous
meetings on Thursday, but the decision will be made on a case-by-case basis.

e In-Person Group (most students)

o You will complete weekly learning materials online on Tuesday. Then, you will attend a face-
to-face meeting on Thursday at DUC 230A-D (Laird Center-South).
o Covid Testing
= All students who come on university property regularly are asked to test every two
weeks.
= Please schedule tests at https://weberhealthlogisticsuwstevenspoint.schedulista.com/
= | recognize that some students in the in-person group may not be able to attend some in-
person classes. If it is the case, please contact me. | will allow you to attend the face-to-
face live meeting. But, you need my permission in advance.

e Synchronous Group (some students)

o If you are allowed to take an online pathway, you can attend class with a live-streamed Zoom
meeting.
=  You must turn on your video and remain attended till the end of class.
=  You need to mute your microphone unless you are asked to participate in the discussion.
= You will have an opportunity to ask questions (via chat) and participate in class discussion

(via unmuting) during class time.

o Your attendance and participation will be checked as it is a part of your grade.

o Class recordings will not be shared as they are not intended to be a replacement or substitute
for attending the lecture.

o Enrollment in this course indicates your consent to audio and video recording for educational
purposes related to this course.


https://weberhealthlogisticsuwstevenspoint.schedulista.com/
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ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS
A. Midterm Exam (20%) and Final Exam (25%)

You have two online exams in this course. The mid-term exam (March 18) will include materials covered
in the first part of the course. The final exam (May 18) will NOT be cumulative, and questions will cover
the second half of the course. You will take the exams in Canvas, and they will be open at 9 AM and close
at 11:59 PM on each scheduled date. You will be given two hours to take the test. Once you start the test,
you are NOT allowed to take a break for return. Because it is an online exam that is open for a day, students
would not have a make-up exam opportunity (for exceptions, read page 7). The format of exams is a
combination of multiple-choice and short identification questions. We will have a synchronous review
session before each exam during the class time (March 16 & May 13). You will also receive a study guide
a week prior to each exam day.

B. Essay (15%)

Over the course of the semester, several essay topics will be provided. Some of these essay prompts will
ask you to engage with debates raised in the readings. Others will ask you to apply class lessons to real-
world elections. Others will invite you to suggest ways to reform electoral institutions. You will be asked
to write ONE essay in response to these topics by April 22 (Thursday). Paper guidelines will be detailed in
a separate handout, which will be uploaded to the course site in Canvas. Please note that | do not consult
your paper via email. Please utilize my weekly office hours or make an appointment for the Zoom meeting.

C. Research Project & Oral Presentation (20%)

You are asked to conduct the research to analyze the effects of campaign advertising and campaign
financing in voter turnout and vote choice. Your research project will be presented as a Narrated
PowerPoint presentation or any other form of video recording. You can use the voice/video recording
function in PowerPoint or the screen recorder program "Screencast-O-Matic," which is free and easy to
use. Or, you can use the record function with Zoom. Your oral presentation should be less than 7-minute
long, and must be submitted by 11:59 PM, May 13 (Thursday). You are also asked to watch and respond
to TWO other students’ presentations. This peer review is a required component of this final project, and
it should be completed by May 17 (Monday). More detailed information will be posted in the course site
at Canvas.

D. Attendance and Participation (20%)

Regular and prompt attendance, active participation, and mature attentiveness during lecture meetings
are critical for your learning and successful completion of the course. Students are expected to be on time
and contribute to class discussion in each in-person meeting. | will provide you with a variety of activities
to promote in-depth discussion about the topic covered in the given week. Class discussion and activities
will provide you with an opportunity to fully understand the issues. Examples are data analysis, oral
presentation, discussion, debate, 5-min. writing, and more. Your attendance and participation will be
evaluated based on the following criteria: attendance, frequency, quality, and listening. The rubric will be
uploaded to the course site in Canvas.
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COURSE POLICIES

A. Readings & Learning Materials

Students are required to complete each week’s required readings BEFORE in-person class on Thursday.
B. Office Hours

| will have regular office hours via Zoom on Wednesday from 11 AM to 1 PM (Feb. 3-May 12). These two
hours are reserved for you. Please utilize this opportunity to make yourself clear with course materials. If
my regular online office hours do not work for you, you can certainly schedule an online meeting for a
different time and date. Just email me to set up the appointment. The Zoom link will be posted in the
course site.

C. Canvas

| maintain a page for this course at the Canvas site. It will be open at 9 AM, January 25 (Monday). Canvas
is your friend as you will spend a lot of time with it every day! You will read the assigned readings, take
the exams, submit the essay, attend the live-streamed face-to-face meetings, submit the final research
project, and ask questions to the Muddiest Point Forum.

D. Email Communication

| will do my best to help to make your learning experience as smooth and enjoyable as possible. If you
have questions, please email me via spark@uwsp.edu. It is the primary method of contact for me. Please
do not use the Canvas inbox for communication. | will check my email twice a day during the weekdays
(in the morning & in the afternoon before 5 PM). You can expect me to respond to your email within 24
hours. If you don’t hear from me within 24 hours, please email me again to remind your previous inquiry.
Please note that | may not be able to respond to you at late night and/or during the weekend.

When you email me, please follow the professional email format shown in the picture below:

In parenthesis, include
the course number and
a brief topic of your
inquiry in the subject
line

= ‘ spark@uwsp.edu

o]

[POLI 316] Questions about the Midterm A proper salutation

Hello Professor Park, <: Indicate your name

| am [your name] in POLI 316 Parties and Elections. | have questions about the midterm exam. Brief contents
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E. Honesty

Any instance of academic misconduct will be taken seriously and may result in failure of the course.
Misconduct will result in notification to the Dean of Students. If you are having a problem, it is much better
to talk to me about it. Do not struggle by yourself. | want you to learn and do well in this course, not punish
you with a lower grade. Talk to me if you are having a problem so | can try to help you work out a solution.

F. Late Work & Attendance

A late penalty of 10% will be applied for work turned in late, within 7 calendar days of the original due
date. After this, late work will not be accepted. This applies to all types of work required in this course
such as class activities, exams, papers, and presentations.

Excused absences and/or extension on the assignments

e If you are required to attend the university-sponsored activities (athletic games etc.)
e If you are seriously ill and/or your immediate family members are seriously ill

For the first case, you need to contact me at the beginning of the semester to discuss your scheduled
event(s). For the second case, you must contact me immediately after the unforeseen circumstance occurs
(within 24 hours). You must provide an official document to prove your excuse, and | reserve the right to
determine if you will be given an extension or excused for absence.

e [f you are given the make-up exam, it will be all essay forms instead of multiple-choice questions.
You will take it on the final day of class or on the date | chose.

e If you are excused for a face-to-face meeting, you will be given the alternative assignment to
replace your absence. You may not be allowed to take more than three excused absences over
the semester.

G. FERPA: Important Policy on Instructional Materials

Learning materials and recordings for POLI 316 Parties and Elections are protected intellectual property
at UW-Stevens Point. Students in this course may use the materials and recordings for their personal use
related to participation in this class. Students may also take notes solely for their personal use. If a lecture
is not already recorded, you are not authorized to record my lectures without my permission unless you
are considered by the university to be a qualified student with a disability requiring accommodation
[Regent Policy Document 4-1].

Students may not copy or share lecture materials and recordings outside of class, including posting on
internet sites or selling to commercial entities. Students are also prohibited from providing or selling their
personal notes to anyone else or being paid for taking notes by any person or commercial firm without
the instructor’s express written permission. Unauthorized use of these copyrighted lecture materials and
recordings constitutes copyright infringement and may be addressed under the university's policies, UWS
Chapters 14 and 17, governing student academic and non-academic misconduct.
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H. The Muddiest Point Forum

| create the forum where you can post questions. If you have a general course question (not confidential
or personal in nature), please post it to the Muddiest Point Forum found on the course homepage.

e Do you have hard time to understand concepts or theories?
e Do you want to be checked if you correctly comprehend the topics?
e |s the paper guideline unclear to you?

Please post these questions to the Muddiest Point Forum. | will post answers to all general questions there
so that all students can view them. Students are encouraged to answer each other's questions too.

1. Ground Rules
This course is open to a variety of ways of interpreting history, theories, and policies. Students are

encouraged to share their questions and ideas in class. Since there will be differences and disagreements,
students are expected to show respect to the comments and positions of fellow students and me.
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Course Calendar

(Topics, readings, films, and schedule are subject to announced change by instructor.)

Week Theme Topic Tuesday Thursday
w1 Introduction Welcome to POLI 316 [1/26] no class [1/28] in-person
W2 Political Party Identification & Ideology [2/2] online [2/4] in-person
Parties
W3 Development of Political Parties [2/9] online [2/11] in-person
w4 Realighment & Coalition Change [2/16] online [2/18] in-person
W5 Third Parties [2/23] online [2/25] in-person
W6 Elections Presidential Nomination Rules [3/2] online [3/4] in-person
w7 Congressional & State Elections | [3/9] online [3/11] in-person
w8 The Midterm Exam Week [3/16] a review session [3/18] Midterm Online Exam
(online synchronous)
W9 Congressional & State Elections Il [3/30] online [4/1] in-person
W10 Electoral Reform [4/6] online [4/8] in-person
W11  Campaigns Campaign Advertising & Strategies [4/13] online [4/15] in-person
W12 Campaign Finance | [4/20] online [4/22] in-person
W13 Campaign Finance Il [4/27] online [4/29] in-person
w14 Voter Turnout & Vote Choice [5/4] online [5/6] online synchronous
W15 The Final Exam Week [5/11] online [5/13] a review session

[5/18] Final Online Exam

(online synchronous)
Research Presentation Due
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The List of Course Readings
(Topics, readings, films, and schedule are subject to announced change by instructor.)

Week 2: Party Identification & Ideology
e Chris Achen and Larry Bartels. 2017. “Democratic Ideals and Realities” (Chapter 1) in Democracy for Realists.
e Carmines, Ensley & Wagner. 2012. “Political Ideology in American Politics”

W3: Development of Political Parties
e John H. Aldrich. 1995. “Politics and Parties in America” (Chapter 1) and “Why Parties Form” (Chapter 2) in Why Parties? The Origin and
Transformation of Political Parties in America.

Wa4: Realignhment & Coalition Change
e David Brady and Joseph Stewart, Jr. 1982. “Congressional Party Realignment and Transformations of Public Policy in Three Realignment
Eras” from American Journal of Political Science.
e Marjorie Randon Hershey. 2009. “Party Coalitions and Change” (Chapter 7) in Party Politics in America.

WS5: Third Parties
e Howard A. Scarrow. 1986. “Duverger's Law, Fusion, and the Decline of American "Third" Parties” from The Western Political Quarterly.
e One of the following:
o Skuldt, Amanda. 2016. “Could a third-party candidate win the U.S. presidency? That’s very unlikely.” The Monkey Cage.
o Hindman, Matthew Dean and Bernard Tamas. 2016. “The U.S. has more third-party candidates than it’s seen in a century. Why?”
The Monkey Cage.
o Rakich, Nathaniel, and Dhrumi Metha. 2018. “Could a Libertarian Win a Senate Race this Year?” Fivethirtyeight.com. August 24.
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/could-a-libertarian-win-a-senate-race-this-year/

We6: Presidential Nomination Rules
e Byers, Jason and Jaime Carson. 2018. “What’s Rules Got to do With it? Parties, Reform, and Selection in the Presidential Nomination
Process” (Chapter 11) in Changing How America Votes (ed. Todd Donovan).
e One of the following:
o Noel, Hans. “Why Can’t the G.O.P. Stop Trump?” New York Times OpEd. March 1, 2016.
o Silver, Nate. 2016. “Donald Trump Would be Easy to Stop Under Democratic Rules.” fivethrityeight.com. March 7.
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/donald-trump-would-be-easy-to-stop-under-democratic-rules/

10
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W?7: Congressional & State Elections |
e  Film Presentation: “Street Fights”
o Nicholas Carnes. 2016. “Why are there so few working-class people in political office? Evidence from state legislatures” from Politics,
Groups, and Identities.

W9: Congressional & State Elections Il
e Jessica Trounstine and Melody E. Valdini. 2008. “The Context Matters: The Effects of Single-Member versus At-Large Districts on City
Council Diversity” from American Journal of Political Science.
e Kimball, David and Joseph Anthony. 2018. “Ranked Choice Voting: A Different Way of Casting and Counting Votes” (Chapter 8) in
Changing How America Votes (ed. Todd Donovan).

W10: Electoral Reform
e Richard A. Posner. 2012. “In Defense of the Electoral College Five reasons to keep our despised method of choosing the president” from
Slate.
e George Edward Ill. “The Faulty Premises of the Electoral College.”
e Christopher F. Karpowitz, J. Quin Monson, and Jessica Robinson. 2017. “How to Elect More Women: Gender and Candidate Success in
a Field Experiment” from American Journal of Political Science.

W11: Campaign Advertising & Strategies
e RichardR. Lau, Lee Sigelman, and vy Brown Rovner. 2007. “The Effects of Negative Political Campaigns: A Meta-Analytic Reassessment”
from The Journal of Politics.
e Gary C. Jacobson. 2015. “It's Nothing Personal: The Decline of the Incumbency Advantage in US House Elections” from The Journal of
Politics.

W12: Campaign Finance |
e Film Presentation: “Meet the Donors”
e (Casleton, Scott. 2018. “It’s time for liberals to get over Citizen’s United” from Vox
https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2018/5/7/17325486/citizens-united-money-politics-dark-money-vouchers-primaries

W13: Campaign Finance Il
o Atkeson, Lonna and Wendy Hansen. 2018. “Campaign Finance in US Politics: An Era Without Limits” (Chapter 14) in Changing How
America Votes (ed. Todd Donovan).
e Campaign Contribution Limits: Overview from NCSL (National Conference of State Legislatures).
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/campaign-contribution-limits-overview.aspx
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W14: Voter Turnout & Vote Choice
e Seo-young Silvia Kim, R. Michael Alvarez, and Christina M. Ramirez. 2020. “Who Voted in 2016? Using Fuzzy Forests to Understand
Voter Turnout” from Social Science Quarterly.
e Barry C. Burden, David T. Canon, Kenneth R. Mayer, and Donald P. Moynihan. 2014. “Election Laws, Mobilization, and Turnout: The
Unanticipated Consequences of Election Reform” from American Journal of Political Science.
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